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Step 1 
State the key decision 
(A yes‐no ques,on) 

Step 2 
Iden?fy factors for and against 
(At least four for each side) 

Step 3 
Iden?fy the key values 

(Be clear) 

Step 4 
To whom are you most loyal? 
(Priori,ze compe,ng loyal,es) 

Step 5 
List your alterna?ves 

(At least five or six alterna,ves) 

Step 6 
Test the alterna?ves 

(Use the wisdom of the ages*) 

Step 7 
Make your decision 

(And then act upon it!) 

Developed by the late John C. Ginn, 
Knight Dis,nguished Professor of Journalism, 

University of Kansas 

* Draw upon the wisdom of history’s great 
philosophers ‐ Aristotle, Kant, Rawls and Mill 
– as well as that of religious theologians. 


